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for the fact that the Russian trade was worth many
sacrifices, the League might even then have been
permanently crashed.

More serious was the next enemy who arose and
who shook to its foundations the empire of Hanseatic
commerce in Russia. This was the Czar Ivan II.,
known as the Terrible. He had conquered and
chased from his domains the savage Tartar hordes
that annually ravaged it; he was ambitious to unite
the whole Muscovite kingdom under his sway. Like
his successors to this day, he hated all that savoured
of liberty and independence, and was resolved to ex-
clude from his realms everything that approached a
more advanced civilization and was irreconcilable
with absolute rule.

He cast a jealous eye on Novgorod, with its political
independence and its prosperity. Here, he said to
himself, were rich spoils to be obtained ; this power
within his own domains must be broken. He tried,
with success, to gain over to his side a portion of the
population. These were, however, soon denounced
as traitors to the community, and the great bell of
Novgorod, regarded as the Palladium of popular
liberty, was rung to call the city under arms. A
violent struggle ensued, in which Ivan committed
many of those acts of cruelty that have made his
name notorious.

At last, after a gallant resistance, in which especially
a woman, named Mars.a, took a leading part, Novgo-
rod fell into the hands of Ivan, who despoiled it of
its liberty and riches, and sent its chief inhabitants
"nto the centre of his empire and replaced them by